THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
from human burdens and anxieties are admirable works of man.
But they turn from blessings into curses, from means of aid into
means of domination, if they are exalted to absoluteness as human
standards and invested with divine authority.
Prophets and Propagandists
The Jews threw the prophet Jeremiah into the miry dungeon of
Malchiah, the king's son, when he prophesied the fall of Jerusalem;
"for this man," they cried, "seeketh not the welfare of this people,
but the hurt". It is a ticklish thing to prophesy. How could it fail
to be? If the foresight of coming evil were general, how could the
evil come? I do not complain that some of my warnings of the
scale of the revolution that was in progress were not taken
seriously. Perhaps it was too incredible that that strange man
Hitler, who had been carried to the top by the ferment among the
German people, and who had been regarded as merely a gangster,
the cork that always floats, should have planned down to the
smallest detail eight or nine years ago what he is now carrying out.
It would have implied a sureness of aim and a vastness of con-
ceptions with which nobody was ready to credit the man. It was
especially the convinced opponents of Hitler who refused to listen
to apprehensions of anything on this scale, and who described as
fantasies and as paid or unpaid propaganda the reports of schemes
which, as we now know, he had prepared with uncanny precision.
It was not Ebedmelech the Ethiopian who pulled me, like the
prophet Jeremiah, out of the mire in which I was stuck last winter
when my Hitler Speaks appeared, but the revelation of the brutal
truth by the actual fulfilment of Hitler's plans. The move against
Scandinavia, the invasion of Holland, the disguised troops, the
treachery and the bought puppet rulers, the fifth columns, and the
resounding collapse of the old democracy of France, were brought
about by the exact means which this man Hitler had indicated at
Obersalzberg in 1932.
Is this to continue further? Will the turn come for Great Britain
and the Balkans, Russia and the Near East? Africa and America
and the Far East, each in its time, step by step? Will this world
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